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Advance Release Arrangement for Hong Kong Manufactured
Food Products Entering the Mainland Market

o BB 2 2 A BER REMBFAI202E112 279 & F
(WP dp g5 2EF 2 0 FTIEM & FHR)
The Environment and Ecology Bureau and the General Administration of Customs of
the People’s Republic of China (GACC) signed "the Cooperation Agreement on the

Supervision of Safety and Facilitation of Customs Clearance of Food Products
Manufactured in Hong Kong Exported to the Mainland" on 27 November 2023
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Advance Release Arrangement for Hong Kong Manufactured
Food Products Entering the Mainland Market

PR ERFMAEREAHNAM P UG aFH T HR
Pr0V1des facilitating arrangements for customs clearance for Hong Kong-manufactured

food products that meet relevant requirements, so as to shorten the time required for
customs clearance

- B EHRABEANF S RH% 22 BET S A
Further enhancing the safety of local food products exported to the Mainland and
promoting trade facilitation
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The CFS then continues to closely cooperate with the GACC to discuss the operational
details of the Cooperation Agreement
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Cooperation Framework

P oA F A A NEIRRET 2E AL T2 AT AN
Conducts cooperation in safety monitoring and facilitation of customs clearance at the ports for
the export of food products manufactured in Hong Kong to the mainland

¢ SEC FRANRF DR K HEgPH AEUES SEELHEL P AL
H OB L PR B3 OMe R % >R R EE SR f
In response to the requirements of the GACC, the CFS conducts specific monitoring on Hong
Kong manufactured food products for export to the Mainland to ensure such products
complying with the requirements on food safety regulations and standards of the Mainland

¢ MEAMHETRERRDIE APBREIR T  AFEFES
Food products required to be tested by the Mainland Customs can be released upon completion
of sampling without the need to wait for the results
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Applicable Hong Kong-manufactured food products

* ‘ﬁ FRBle 322 X3 8 & °

Initially cover three major categories of food:

> BORLE S AR (B 4R IR A R )
Beverages and frozen drinks (excluding alcoholic and milk beverages)

it R Y A
Biscuits, pastries and bread

> BEE T4 (4RI A S RT Vg II4 2 H g %)
Candies and chocolates (including chocolate, cocoa butter substitute chocolate and their
products)
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Applicable Hong Kong-manufactured food products
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According to the Census and Statistics Department, the export volume to the Mainland of

relevant categories of domestic food products in 2023 was over 51.7 million kilograms with the

value of approximately $2.84 billion, which accounted for approximately 56% of the total value of

all Hong Kong-manufactured food exports to the Mainland in the same year and about 11% of the
total value of all domestic goods exported to the Mainland.
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Food Classification

o SRAfERRY AHSHE Irk%iE (CIQ) ¥ib

Food classification is based on Chinese HS code and inspection and quarantine (CIQ) code

S SHE Y 8 &b+ HS % CIQ %45
Food Classification Food Example HS & CIQ Code

AORL R 4 AR e 2009710000 102
(% & 33 FHEE PSR S) Apple Juice
Beverages and frozen drinks * 7}3“ 2105000000 101
(excluding alcoholic and milk beverages) Ic epcr;am
AR S BB fg e AR 1905900000 103
Biscuits, pastries and bread Mooncake
W 5 1905310000 101
Cookies
i IR I T 1806320000 102
(327954 ~A7F 7R+ 2 H45) Chocolate
Candies and chocolates %t H 1704900000 111

(including chocolate, cocoa butter substitute

. Fruit Juice Gummy
chocolate and their products)
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Ports for implementation
¢ FOEEP T A
Ports of the Mainland for implementation:
 FEPVAMIERT A
The Shenzhen Customs Port
s A AMER T A
The Gongbei Customs Port
s FHABERCT A (2024E87 30p AR 457 )
The Huangpu Customs Port (w.e.f. Aug 30, 2024)
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Operational Procedures for Advance Release Arrangement

- AFAAFRr ALY W Fig Flsd B &
Food manufacturers apply for “Advance Release Permission" with the Center for Food Safety (CFS)

The CFS issues "Advance Release Permission" to food manufacturers

C AR AR AFHEN AL M A ]

s SEAAT N THHEMAT  REEPIBELP T fa“ T nHmiEZEL & ToFBEFT
Food Manufacturers make use of “Advance Release Permission” to apply for “Health Certificate for Foods of
Animal Origin” or “Food Inspection Certificate” from the CFS for each food consignment

- 8XP e A ARED TR FLiad A TaFRAED
The CFS issues “Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin” or “Food Inspection Certificate” to the food
manufacturers

CERAATESEPIEMEFN (T AMES > ¢4 TCEPARAR EE )
Food manufacturers conduct customs declaration and clearance of the food (must be accompanied by relevant
certificates , including the “Certificate of Hong Kong Origin-CEPA”)

cC BERFFEIPMFAMBE ANKRLET ERKRF

If the food is subject to sampling by the Mainland Customs, it can be released directly after sampling
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Advance Release Permlssmn

R
1% 1% Application Criteria

AR T N S R
Holding a valid Food Factory Licence issued by FEHD

SEERPHRRAP G A R Wi

Food products must be manufactured in the food factory stated in the aforesaid food factory
licence

ay W R FENREDS &F > Lk [S022000: HACCP% 2
A food safety management system with relevant certification (that is, ISO 22000 or HACCP
certification) must be in place in the food factory concerned; and g

Si AT RETIRE 2 2R

The food products concerned must comply with the national standards and laws of Mainland
China.
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Advance Release Permlssmn

Y Po & 54 P& F Requirements of Food Testing
4 s BRI B RV EBHEERG6R T P F N DE SHRREP L d
BREFEL  FEP R EY AR RER

Should submit test certificate with relevant test reports issued within the last six months by a
recognized third-party institute certifying that the food products comply with the national
standards of Mainland China

-

TR AR EHRMTIRY 3] (HOKLAS) 18 Fplii g sh9res 2 4p 3
" F"\"_\)__”é’a[—il: lk - m‘F’ 1o —'ﬁ 5&;;«).'—

May make reference to the Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (HOKLAS) for the
laboratories accredited for food testing services or other laboratories which are the Mutual

Recognition Arrangement Partners of HOKLAS
SR - RS S EGA B SRS AR 2
e E

Food testing parameters generally include quality, food additives, pesticides, contaminants,
microorganisms and biotoxins, etc.
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¢ 3B i B TR 2}\ | <+ Examples of Food Testing Parameters

§ 54 v CRA ¥ R 7E P

Examples Testing Parameters

Food Categories
TR E S LR Lt gp%‘rquanty* . f& 1§ Acid Value ~ i ¥ 1* POV

Biscuits, pastries and bread Mooncakes § o ﬂj\ 4v A Food Additives™ : ¥ ¥ ﬁﬁBenZOic Acid ~ L ﬂ ﬁj»;; z

H % 38 Sorbic Acid And Its Salts ~ 3F g #&+8 Annatto > P 7% 5 Sunset
Yellow ~ & ’f%:% Lemon Yellow: -

73 4 F Contaminants - 4/-Lead

J&c 2 F7 Microorganisms + = 7 E—]a‘ﬂ:Cohforms ~EF 9 5 g5 ?]
Staphylococcus Aureus ﬁ,P & #Total Bacteria Count ~ /) Eﬁ

Salmonella ~ & *Ef:;].Mold ("
*ia B A8 B R Regp eh ¥R R|3E B Additional Testing Parameters Required by GACC

® = ZxL‘E" g B m’}ﬁ /?J bt ]l\ e argxd v K P The relevant testing standards have been
made available on CFS’ website
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Advance Release Permlssmn

> ¥ 2332 J& Application Method
> > b %‘ Online Application :
/E\!«‘f B b o~ sk (www.ftp.cfs.gov.hk ) ﬁ*‘] oL —_
s e sEasl
Input information and upload required documents at FTP website } = 4

(www.ftp.cfs.gov.hk)

P S I # Paper Mode Application

/‘53 ¢ R (wwwefs.govhk) T i\" ‘3' fzﬁ‘% ¥ (FEH
346 ’%ﬁiﬁeﬁ%ﬁﬁkﬁgéﬁiwéiﬂ p

AR
nNo

Download application Form (FEHB 346) at the CFS website
(www.cfs.gov.hk), complete the form together with the required
documents and send to the CFS
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Advance Release Permission
o FIEAMAFNE R RSB G TER S S UL Rh ST EH =2
> Tl R

In accordance with the requirements of the GACC, each food manufacturing factory can be issued
a maximum of three “Advance Release Permission” by applying according to the type of food.

o EFV R BHB305A

Fee for each application : HK$8,305

* g2 ;‘%‘B’ﬂ? ¥ Application processing time
S & =Rl 15 55 = .o %4 d = 7 5 ‘B 234
FRIFTHIOB S GRL L HHT GE Y o T AEMRAF, T R
21 p 1 e pogg

If all the required information and documents provided by the applicant have met the application
requirements and the application fee has been paid, the “Advance Release Permission” may be

issued within 21 working days.
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Advance Release Permission

Y FRIFEHPULRIRE § 5
A > g oo Tl MR

If the applicant does not alter relevant food product information and the
supporting documents including the food factory licence and the certificate
of food safety management system remain valid, the permission will remain
valid

3
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Implementation date

* ?T#‘ g e 32024 F 5% 21 p d&

| > The new measures had been rolled out on 21 May 2024
o 7Y % H(FEHB346)2 4 M ¥ d45lc 13082 ¢ wipF
www.cfs.gov.hk

The new application form and application guide have been published on CFS website
(www.cfs.gov.hk)
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Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin and Food Inspection
Certificate Through Advance Release Arrangement (ARA)

o Hr U &l bR g R

Dedicated format to meet the requirements of Advance Release Arrangement

o RESFEH X7 oV 3

Submit application for each food consignment to the CFS
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T rRlenFEriEd 2 Tobkamd

Health Certlﬁcate for Foods of Animal Origin and
Food Inspection Certificate Through ARA

T % Application Criteria
c TS G% Y g dend ok T Al M
Should hold a valid Advance Release Permission issued by the CFS

o v ?‘j‘%&‘}:}% Application Procedures
>k l/iiﬁaf”’bg";lt ) F oA R 8 SRR R

In accordanee with the existing mechanism, may require food testing requirements
o v }a T8 12 Application Method

> P A MARGY

Online or paper mode application
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s RFiED 2 TsFRARET
Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin and
Food Inspection Certificate Through ARA

¢ @ 5P & K Food Testing Requirements
HRIAEREZT DS RPN E T EEETR K

>
Sampling of food for testing in accordance with the food testing plan of ARA

L AR AT AR TRADE SR B2 ST S
hha RRRPIEFIERAABBREEL > EP 3 RFERTRIE

s
The food manufacturer should submit certificate with relevant test reports issued
by a third-party recognized institute certifying that the selected food product

complies with the national standards of the Mainland




T+ A *fj;i]ﬁié’ﬂikrﬁ

s RFiED 2 TsFRARET
Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin and
Food Inspection Certificate Through ARA

> 8X v gl s Rt ARG M RO KRRRAE R
The CFS will inform the food manufacturers of the testing requirements of the
food product

> aRAABFRITNFGELIRURELESZT Y T B KER
The food manufacturers should make appropriate arrangement to cooperate with
the CFS in monitoring the sampling process
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Custom Clearance at the Ports of Mainland Through ARA

Every food consignment must :

¢

iy sX Y wRF P I FFUSEFLIET S TSP RAET
Accompanied by a “Health Certificate of Foods of Animal Origin” or “Food Inspection Certificate”
issued by the CFS

MR R A FURRLY BB RIRER T "CEPAR A ¥ 2 | ; %
Accompanled by a “Certificate of Hong Kong Origin — CEPA” issued by the Trade and Industry
Department (TID) or the Government Approved Certification Organisations; &

ERBefpliZ b2 R R EAFTH G X B HHY 2R

Complies with the relevant laws and requirements of the Mainland, including provision of a
Simplified Chinese label on the smallest sales pack
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Custom Clearance at the Ports of Mainland Through ARA

¢ PMEAMBSEFIEETARE MK
Mainland customs conduct inspection and sampling to the food products

o MR EHEBF I FHRNGE ARRET REF
BREFESE
After satlsfactory inspection & sampling, food products can be released without the

need to wait for the results
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Registration with the GACC

o A MEE 4 52485 (¢ FL AL frREr S ER L AL
£iap e %a>’%paﬂﬂ9mm-%fﬁﬁﬂi§¢%

(e A B glidh) R EE S MG T

Decree No. 248 “Regulations of the People's Republic of China on the
Registration and Administration of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Food”
requiring all overseas manufacturers (including Food Factories in Hong Kong)
that export foods to Mainland China to register with the General Administration
of Customs of the People’s Republic of China (GACC)

EHEME R ERBEF NG FDL AF FEHEY RR%E
pERE-FC o pEe A MREY G

Food manufacturers of the three categories of food products covered in the first
phase of the advance release arrangement should visit the China International

Trade Single Window and use the "self-application by enterprise" mode to apply
for registration with the GACC

PEEEES
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Provision of Support to Members of the Trade

Pk ﬁ;/% 3R g Online Briefings

‘,:3[{1 j",‘ ?;,”\;3 ;{E if%f_ Trade Consultation Forum

o BT P LRP PR GECER
Relevant Application Guidelines on CFS Webpage

— — ¥
S — U T W W

AR e/ e bR

For enquiries, please contact Food Import and Export Section

%223 8 Dedicated Hotline © 3108 2754 / 3108 2740 dE
> ®F Fax: 3108 2719
> % 2R Email ¢ fsc@fehd.gov.hk
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THANK YOU

ﬁ EURAMEE (% %2
Food and Environmental “9 Centre for Food Safety
Hygiene Department




