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The Environment and Ecology Bureau and the General Administration of Customs of
the People’s Republic of China (GACC) signed "the Cooperation Agreement on the

Supervision of Safety and Facilitation of Customs Clearance of Food Products
Manufactured in Hong Kong Exported to the Mainland" on 27 November 2023
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Advance Release Arrangement for Hong Kong Manufactured
Food Products Entering the Mainland Market
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Provides facilitating arrangements for customs clearance for Hong Kong-manufactured
food products that meet relevant requirements, so as to shorten the time required for
customs clearance
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Further enhancing the safety of local food products exported to the Mainland and
promoting trade facilitation
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The CFS then continues to closely cooperate with the GACC to discuss the operational
details of the Cooperation Agreement
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Cooperation Framework
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Conducts cooperation in safety monitoring and facilitation of customs clearance at the ports for
the export of food products manufactured in Hong Kong to the mainland
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In response to the requirements of the GACC, the CFS conducts specific monitoring on Hong
Kong manufactured food products for export to the Mainland to ensure such products
complying with the requirements on food safety regulations and standards of the Mainland

¢ PEFAMHTRERRDSE AREBIRRF AF X F %
Food products required to be tested by the Mainland Customs can be released upon completion
of sampling without the need to wait for the results
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Applicable Hong Kong-manufactured food products

¢ FIFE R A5 a R
Initially cover three major categories of food:
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Beverages and frozen drinks (excluding alcoholic and milk beverages)

> ARFC S KRB~ e
Biscuits, pastries and bread

> MER ~TIR 4 (RIS AT E LIRS 2 HA R
Candies and chocolates (including chocolate, cocoa butter substitute chocolate and their
products)
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Applicable Hong Kong-manufactured food products
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According to the Census and Statistics Department, the export volume to the Mainland of
relevant categories of domestic food products in 2023 was over 51.7 million kilograms with the
value of approximately $2.84 billion, which accounted for approximately 56% of the total value of

all Hong Kong-manufactured food exports to the Mainland in the same year and about 11% of the
total value of all domestic goods exported to the Mainland.
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Food Classification

o GERAERERY FHSHE vk E (CIQ) s
Food classification is based on Chinese HS code and inspection and quarantine (C1Q) code

S Y 8 &b+ HS 2 CIQ %45
Food Classification Food Example HS & CIQ Code

R~ fRREL s Fa @ L 1905900000 103
Biscuits, pastries and bread Mooncake
W 5 1905310000 101
Cookies
Bk T4 (#3354 & - 3 1806320000 102
TR RIT 4 2 H A ) Chocolate
Candies and chocolates (including LN 1704900000 111
chocolate, cocoa butter substitute Fruit Juice Gupmmy

chocolate and their products)
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Ports for implementation

F o ehp b v B
Ports of the Mainland for implementation:
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The Shenzhen Customs Port
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The Gongbei Customs Port
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Operational Procedures for Advance Release Arrangement
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Food manufacturers apply for “Advance Release Permission" with the Center for Food Safety (CFS)
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The CFS issues "Advance Release Permission" to food manufacturers
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Food Manufacturers make use of “Advance Release Permission” to apply for “Health Certificate for Foods of
Animal Origin” or “Food Inspection Certificate” from the CFS for each food consignment
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The CFS issues “Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin” or “Food Inspection Certificate” to the food
manufacturers

SERIAT S SEPIEMZFM (AT MEE > ¢4 TCEPARAMN &#E L)
Food manufacturers conduct customs declaration and clearance of the food (must be accompanied by relevant
certificates, including the “Certificate of Hong Kong Origin-CEPA”)

C S REFFRAMMANBHE > ANREET ER%R

If the food is subject to sampling by the Mainland Customs, it can be released directly after sampling
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Holding a valid Food Factory Licence issued by FEHD
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Food products must be manufactured in the food factory stated in the aforesaid food factory
licence and fulfil the eligibility of obtaining “Certificate of Hong Kong - CEPA”

ARG RE R ERFE NG L >E R LA ]|S022000 8 HACCP# 3
A food safety management system with relevant certification (that is, ISO 22000 or HACCP
certification) must be in place in the food factory concerned; and

AR EY FRRRIREZ 2R
The food products concerned must comply with the national standards and laws of Mainland
China.




] i ?'Ji M8 Ja2F ]

Advance Release Permission

3 - P& - Requirements of Food Testing
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Should submit test certificate with relevant test reports issued within the last six months by a

recognized third-party institute certifying that the food products comply with the national
standards of Mainland China
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May make reference to the Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (HOKLAS) for the

laboratories accredited for food testing services or other laboratories which are the Mutual
Recognition Arrangement Partners of HOKLAS
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Food testing parameters generally include quality, food additives, pesticides, contaminants,
microorganisms and biotoxins, etc.
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Food Categories Examples Testing Parameters

ST <8 LI g r‘%%‘fquality* ! F& T Acid Value ~ i ¥ 1 EPOV
Biscuits, pastries and bread Mooncakes & F.7% 4v | Food Additives™ :© % ¥ ﬁ—’rﬁBenzoic Acid ~ L %q ﬁé‘; z

H 78 37 Sorbic Acid And Its Salts ~ "F g #1& Annatto ~ P % & Sunset
Yellow ~ 1& #%% Lemon Yellow: -

73 4 %= Contaminants - 4-Lead

A $# Microorganisms : = % [ 3 Coliforms ~ £ & ¢ %“ﬁlﬁ “éﬁ

Staphylococcus Aureus ™ 7] i %8 #cTotal Bacteria Count ~ 7% F* X A ];F]
Salmonella ~ & FMold y

*a R F R Rengp e & RIFE P Additional Testing Parameters Required by GACC

o Lifga FagplE e ‘gr* > G & ¥ L 4 P The relevant testing standards have been
made available on CFS’ website
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Advance Release Permission

¢ ¥ i T Application Method
P L 'F Online Application

a4 7R o~ sk (wwwftp.cfs.gov.hk ) %‘J R T e
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Input information and upload required documents at FTP website » 4
(www.ftp.cfs.gov.hK)

o A A ’%‘ Paper Mode Application
g% ¢ cpd (wwwefsgovhk) T ¥ -4+ (FEHB
346) » ML LY A RARTT Y BEAwraL Y

Download application Form (FEHB 346) at the CFS website
(www.cfs.gov.hk), complete the form together with the required
documents and send to the CFS

>.
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http://www.ftp.cfs.gov.hk/
http://www.cfs.gov.hk/
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In accordance with the requirements of the GACC, each food manufacturing factory can be issued
a maximum of three “Advance Release Permission” by applying according to the type of food.

o EU iyt £%83054
Fee for each application : HK$8,305
¢ RJZY FERY Application processing time
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If all the required information and documents provided by the applicant have met the application
requirements and the application fee has been paid, the “Advance Release Permission” may be
Issued within 21 working days.
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Advance Release Permission

¢ 7 ¥ \Validity
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If the applicant does not alter relevant food product information and the
supporting documents including the food factory licence and the certificate
of food safety management system remain valid, the permission will remain
valid

3
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Implementation date
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B The new measures had been rolled out on 21 May 2024
¢ #7¢ & H(FEHB 346) 2 4p b ¥ gdpsle v a %@ v
www.cfs.gov.hk
The new application form and application guide have been published on CFS website
(www.cfs.gov.hK)
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https://www.cfs.gov.hk/tc_chi/index.html
https://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/index.html
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Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin and Food Inspection
Certificate Through Advance Release Arrangement (ARA)
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Dedicated format to meet the requirements of Advance Release Arrangement

o BeEHFImaxr o B

Submit application for each food consignment to the CFS
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Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin and
Food Inspection Certificate Through ARA

¢ ® 0% 2 Application Criteria
> pFFFd s g Mg e g I B IEF
Should hold a valid Advance Release Permission issued by the CFS
¢ ¥ 3425 Application Procedures
s RS T 8 SRR R
In accordance with the existing mechanism, may require food testing requirements
¢ ¥ 3 JT Application Method
> Al '\,u\javfg_'\ v ;-%l—
Online or paper mode application
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Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin and
Food Inspection Certificate Through ARA

¢ 3 51 P|& F Food Testing Requirements
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Sampling of food for testing in accordance with the food testing plan of ARA
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The food manufacturer should submit certificate with relevant test reports issued
by a third-party recognized institute certifying that the selected food product

complies with the national standards of the Mainland
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Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin and
Food Inspection Certificate Through ARA

¢ 3 5% P& £ Food Testing Requirements

AP bR AT T H SR ERE R
The CFS will inform the food manufacturers of the testing requirements of the
food product

> SEAAFRIFNGEEIREMUREIL? OF BRRERL
The food manufacturers should make appropriate arrangement to cooperate with
the CFS in monitoring the sampling process
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Custom Clearance at the Ports of Mainland Through ARA
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Every food consignment must :

o 't esxd wRHh PSR FLES M srRAaES
Accompanied by a “Health Certificate of Foods of Animal Origin” or “Food Inspection Certificate”
Issued by the CFS

4 Kfffﬂﬁ * %17 % g\ F(F‘]‘g\’s" &3 Rikz ﬁ’bﬁf#’% =g rCEPA}%’}i F_Er_ﬂ IR
Accompanled by a “Certificate of Hong Kong Origin — CEPA” i1ssued by the Trade and Industry
Department (TID) or the Government Approved Certification Organisations; &

¢ FERFAMMELZE R cHREASFDH L X Y 2 RR

Complies with the relevant laws and requirements of the Mainland, including provision of a
Simplified Chinese label on the smallest sales pack
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Custom Clearance at the Ports of Mainland Through ARA
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Mainland customs conduct inspection and sampling to the food products
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After satisfactory inspection & sampling, food products can be released without the
need to wait for the results
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Registration with the GACC
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Decree No. 248 “Regulations of the People's Republic of China on the Prr—
Registration and Administration of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Food” P

requiring all overseas manufacturers (including Food Factories in Hong Kong)
that export foods to Mainland China to register with the General Administration
of Customs of the Pecople’s Republic of China (GACC)

o TR TR FRERIEE m“x‘Pa\—’Tm/‘L PRAE? A%
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Food manufacturers of the three categories of food products covered in the first

phase of the advance release arrangement should visit the China International

Trade Single Window and use the "self-application by enterprise” mode to apply
for registration with the GACC

—
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Provision of Support to Members of the Trade

e+ f44F € Online Briefings

L 2
& X B 2X39 # 3E Trade Consultation Forum

o G P TP PR EIEL
Relevant Application Guidelines on CFS Webpage
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For enquiries, please contact Food Import and Export Section

> @ 3% B A Dedicated Hotline - 3108 2754 / 3108 2740
> @ E Fax - 3108 2719
> & =R Email : fsc@fehd.gov.hk
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THANK YOU

Food and Environmental Centre for Food Safety
Hygiene Department
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